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24th April 2018 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Reception Newsletter Summer 1 2018   
 

Welcome back! We hope you have had a ‘cracking’ Easter together! This term the children remain firmly on the 

ground as we explore ‘What’s at the Bottom of the Garden?’ The children will be reading a mix of fictional minibeast 

stories and non-fiction information texts. The children have shown a fascinating interest in all sorts of animals. The 

role-play in the classroom is ‘Priory Pet Shop’ where children will explore money, written number sentences and 

weighing out pet food for customers. We will have lots of fun learning in the ‘Bug Investigation Lab’ in our outdoor 

learning space. A lot of our learning takes place outside, therefore it is vital your child comes to school correctly 

dressed. Please make sure that your child has got wellies and waterproof suits so they can enjoy exploring all of the 

messy activities on offer. There will be a trip this half term to Westport Lake where we will be exploring minibeast 

habitats and natural art exploration. This will be on Thursday 17th May. A letter has been sent out already, please 

ensure you return it ASAP. 

 

What’s at the bottom of the garden? 

Week 1: What is a minibeast? The children will be classifying and sorting different animals.  

Week 2: Could you eat 1 apple, 2 pears, 3 plums, 4 strawberries, 5 oranges, 1 cake, 1 ice cream, 1 pickle, 1 Swiss 

cheese, 1 salami…for your tea? Yes, I could! But what happened to the caterpillar that ate all that food? 

Week 3: Why is the caterpillar always hungry? We continue to focus on Eric Carle’s story as we learn to retell it with 

actions.  

Week 4: Why is the worm wiggly? Children will read the wonderful Julia Donaldson story ‘Superworm’ and read non 

fiction texts to find out exactly why worms are so wiggly and super.  

Week 5: How many legs does a baby frog have? The children will be learning about the life cycle of a frog.  

Week 6: Do all ladybird’s look the same? This week we will be exploring facts about ladybirds and looking at 

measuring what we do in different ways.  

 

Each day the children will work in key groups accessing additional skills needed in ‘fun time phonics’ and ‘magic maths’, 

as we prepare for our transition to year 1. This is in addition to daily phonics. This term the children will be bringing 

home special books containing all the graphemes, digraphs and high frequency words they will need to learn. We will 

inform you which set they are working on via Dojo each week. We value your support in spending a little extra time 

practicing these skills as it will help them as they progress in to Year 1. Please make sure your child has a labelled PE 

kit in school.  

 

Can I take this opportunity to remind you that we have an open door policy and value the good relationships we have 

established with you. Please come and see us any time if you have any concerns, worries or would just like a chat 

about your child. We are here to support you and your child in any way we can. 
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